Hurricane Two
	Category 1 hurricane (SSHS)

	







	Duration
	August 7 – August 20

	Intensity
	80 mph (130 km/h) (1-min) 991 mbar (hPa; 29.26 inHg)


On August 7, a tropical storm formed north of the Leeward Islands, likely from a tropical wave.[2] It tracked to the west-northwest, slowly strengthening to a hurricane as it moved through the Bahamas on August 11. Later that day, it met the east coast of Florida, and crossed the state in around 15 hours. After weakening to a tropical storm, it quickly re-strengthened upon emerging into the Gulf of Mexico, and made another landfall near Apalachicola, Florida, on August 13. Over land, the cyclone slowed considerably and quickly deteriorated.[3] By August 14, the storm had weakened to a tropical depression as it drifted through Alabama. The depression turned to the northeast, and remained a tropical depression until it dissipated over New York on August 20.[2] Due to timely reports and warnings, the storm was reportedly forecast with "exceptional accuracy".[3]
In Florida, damage was minor, amounting to uprooted trees, broken windows, moderate crop damage, and downed power lines. A few flimsy structures and small watercraft also sustained damage. Along the Florida Panhandle, the storm's winds impacted power, telephone, and telegraph lines, and inflicted $2,000 worth of damage to a dock warehouse. A man in Cedar Key, Florida, drowned after rough surf overturned his rowboat,[3] and at least two other people suffered minor storm-related injuries.[5] Torrential rain fell in Alabama as a result of the storm's slow forward movement, leading to severe flooding. Further inland, the storm spawned a tornado in North Carolina which caused one death. As the depression continued heading inland, it dropped heavy precipitation throughout the Mid-Atlantic States, exceeding 14 inches (36 cm) in Tuckerton, New Jersey.[3]
Ref. 3  Jean Galleen (1939). "North Atlantic Tropical Disturbances of 1939"  (PDF). Weather Bureau. http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/general/lib/lib1/nhclib/mwreviews/1939.pdf  . Retrieved December 6, 2009.  
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TROPICAL DISTURBANCE OF AUGUST 1939

By L R. TANNEHILL
[Marine Division, Weather Burean, Washington, D. C., September 1033}

There was one well-defined tropical disturbance in
August 1939. It originated in Atlantic waters northeast
of Puerto Rico on the 8th, moved west-northwestward
across Florida and the extreme northeastern Gulf, then
progressed very slowly through Alabama, where it was
nearly stationary for 3 days, and thereafter moved more
rapidly northeastward to southeastern New York where
it dissipated on the 20th. On the 30th and 31st, there
were indications of a slight disturbance over the extreme
eastern Caribbean Sea but no further evidences of it were
reported after the end of the month.

August 8-20.—The first definite evidence of this dis-
turbance was on August 8. During the day several ships
in the general vicinity of 22° N., 66° W. reported easterly
winds of force 6 and rough seas. The disturbance moved
west-northwestward during the next 3 days, crossing the
Bahamas late on the 10th and early on the 11th. The
center reached the east coast of Florida in the late after-
noon of the 11th. Its progressive movement had in-
creased gradually From sbout 10 miles an hour on the
8th to approximately 15 miles an hour on the 10th and
11th. Ship reports do not indicate that it was of more
than moderate intensity in the Atlantic. The highest
wind noted on shipboard was force 10. The American
steamship Pan Amoco reported by radio at 7 p. m.,
August 11, when located at 27.6° N, 79.6° W., wind E.,
force 10, barometer 1,005 millibars (29.68 inches).

On the east coast the lowest pressure and highest wind
were recorded at Fort Pierce, 991.2 millibars (29.27
inches) and 54 miles per hour.

In crossing Florida the rate of progression increased to
about 18 miles per hour, while the intensity of the dis-
turbance did not change materially. The center passed
very close to Lakeland and Tarpon Springs and moved
to the extreme northeastern Gulf on the 12th. At the
Tampa Airport the highest wind was 62, south-southwest
at 4:30 a. m. on the 12th, the lowest pressure 998.6
millibars (29.49 inches).

Late in the afternoon of the 12th the disturbance
entered western Florida near Apalachicola, the center
passing over Port St. Joe, at 6 p. m., eastern standard
time. At Apalachicola, lowest pressure was 990.9 milli-
bars (20.26 inches) at 6 p. m., the highest wind 52, north-
cast at 4:18 p.m. A luH followed, with velocities averag-
ing 26 miles per hour, after which the wind inereased to
46 south at 6:45 p. m. The storm center also passed over
Panama City and St. Andrews, the lowest reporied pres-
sure at the latter place being 988.5 millibars (29.19 inches)
at 9:10 p. m.

The following comments on damage by the siorm are
taken from the report of Forecaster Norton st Jack-
sonville:

In peninsuler Florida the damage by this storm was mipor in
character, as would be expected for & storm of only moderate
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intensity. It appears that damage was confined to uprooted trees,
broken power and communication lines, plate-glass windows, a few
flimsy structures, roofs, signs, cornices, etc., with damage to crops
negligible, although some citrus fruit was damaged and seedbeds
flooded and damaged. A few small boats were beached and
damaged, but small craft generally had been moved to safe anchor-
age well in advance of the storm. A man was drowned at Cedar
Key when the rowboat in which he was attending the anchorage
of fishing boats capsized in the rough sea. This was the only
death attributed to the storm. In the northwestern counties from
about Tallahassee to Pensacola, considerable damage to crops by
flooding and wind resulted. * * *

After about 4 days in Alabama, where disastrous flooding rains
fell, the remnants of the disturbance moved over the northern por-
tion of the Jacksonville district, attended by heavy rains and some
flooding along the southern and eastern slopes of the Appalachian
Mountains. A tornado on the periphery of the disturbance is
reported to have killed one person in North Caroling, but otherwise
no very strong winds attended the disturbance in its northeastern
movement in this districs.

In reporting on conditions in the vicinity of Apalachi-
cola, Forecaster Dyke at New Orleans says:

Winds of gale force occurred as far inland as De Funiak Springs,
in Walton County and sbout 26 miles from the coast. As the

stronger winds were offshore, no high tides occurred west of Apa-
lachicola. Tides were above normal from Apalachicola northeast-
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ward to St. Marks but not high enough to csuse appreciable
damage.

The principal damage was to electric power, telephone, and tele-
graph lines. There was some damage to roofs. Most of the boats
were safely placed, but a few unguarded small boats were sunk at
Apalachicola. Damage of $2,000 to a dock warehouse at Port St.
Joe is reported. :

In Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, south-
eastern Pennsylvania, and extreme southeastern New
York, heavy rains attended the remnants of the storm
while it was moving northeastward during the period
from the 18th to the 20th. At several places the records
of rainfall in 24 hours were broken. Tuckerton, N. J.
had 14.81 inches. '

Timely reports, especially those received from stations
in the Bahamas and from merchant ships, enabled the
forecasters to chart the storm center with exceptional
accuracy. Advices and warnings were issued frequently
and well in advance of the storm.

. Chart XIIT shows the track of the disturbance and the
situation on the morning of August 12 when the center
was moving across the extreme northeastern Gulf of
Mesico.




